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Flourishing: A Frank Conversation about Sustainability invites you into a conversation between a

teacher, John R. Ehrenfeld, and his former student now professor, Andrew J. Hoffman, as they

discuss how to create a sustainable world. Unlike virtually all other books about sustainability, this

one goes beyond the typical stories that we tell ourselves about repairing the environmental

damages of human progress.Through their dialogue and essays that open each section, the authors

uncover two core facets of our culture that drive the unsustainable, unsatisfying, and unfair social

and economic machines that dominate our lives. First, our collective model of the way the world

works cannot cope with the inherent complexity of today's highly connected, high-speed reality.

Second, our understanding of human behavior is rooted in this outdated model. Driven by the old

guard, sustainability has become little more than a fashionable idea. As a result, both business and

government are following the wrong path&#151;at best applying temporary, less unsustainable

solutions that will fail to leave future generations in better shape.To shift the pendulum, this book

tells a new story, driven by being and caring, as opposed to having and needing, rooted in the

beauty of complexity and arguing for the transformative cultural shift that we can make based on our

collective wisdom and lived experiences. Then, the authors sketch out the road to a flourishing

future, a change in our consumption and a new approach to understanding and acting.There is no

middle ground; without a sea change at the most basic level, we will continue to head down a faulty

path. Indeed, this book is a clarion call to action. Candid and insightful, it leaves readers with

cautious hope.

Paperback: 168 pages

Publisher: Stanford Business Books (May 15, 2013)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 0804784159

ISBN-13: 978-0804784153

Product Dimensions:  5.5 x 0.6 x 8.5 inches

Shipping Weight: 7.2 ounces (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review:  4.6 out of 5 starsÂ Â See all reviewsÂ (9 customer reviews)

Best Sellers Rank: #156,845 in Books (See Top 100 in Books)   #38 inÂ Books > Business & Money

> Processes & Infrastructure > Green Business   #271 inÂ Books > Politics & Social Sciences >

Politics & Government > Public Affairs & Policy > Economic Policy   #272 inÂ Books > Business &



Money > Economics > Economic Policy & Development

John Ehrenfeld (JE) doesn't see "sustainability" as increased energy efficiency or "green

technology." Instead he sees it as "flourishing[:] ... a metaphor that captures happiness, health, and

the many characteristics of what humans believe is a good life. And it captures a sense of the health

of the natural world" (@22). He believes that the usual corporate tactics to promote sustainability,

through sustainability scores for products, corporate social responsibility programs, etc., miss some

essential points: (A) sustainability is a property of a whole interconnected system, not of a specific

enterprise within it, and (B) it can't be reduced to a few quantitative dimensions. (Not all

corporations have the wrong idea: he says some interesting things about a Patagonia ad campaign

to encourage people not to buy the company's products if they don't really need them, and to buy

them used rather than new, when possible (@122-123).) JE very elegantly and accurately

characterizes the usual meaning of sustainability, deriving from the 1987 UN report, "Our Common

Future" (a/k/a the Brundtland Report), as "try[ing] to hold onto the world we have now by doing

things better." This means, among other things, continued economic growth. But, warns JE, such

"business as almost usual" can't lead us forward to sustainability as flourishing. What we need is a

"shift" in the "dominant culture" (@120), "a shift in our view of ourselves first from one of Having to

one of Being, and second from one of Needing to one of Caring" (@83). This involves, among other

things, changing our patterns of consumption, and abandoning economic growth as a goal.

Flourishing: A Frank Conversation about Sustainability Conversation: A Comprehensive Tool For

Mastering Small Talk, Building Trust and Forging Relationships (Conversation Tactics, Conversation

Starters, Crucial conversations) How on Earth: Flourishing in a Not-for-Profit World by 2050

Flourishing Enterprise: The New Spirit of Business Hans Ulrich Obrist & Marina Abramovic: The

Conversation Series: Volume 23 (Conversation (Verlag Der Buchhandlung)) Starting Point

Conversation Guide Revised Edition: A Conversation About Faith Quien fue Ana Frank? / Who Was

Anne Frank? (Spanish Edition) El Diario de Ana Frank (Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl)

(Spanish Edition) Anne Frank: The Anne Frank House Authorized Graphic Biography Environmental

Engineering: Fundamentals, Sustainability, Design The Upcycle: Beyond Sustainability--Designing

for Abundance Making Healthy Places: Designing and Building for Health, Well-being, and

Sustainability Green Metropolis: What the City Can Teach the Country About True Sustainability

LEED v4 Green Associate Exam Guide (LEED GA): Comprehensive Study Materials, Sample

http://ebooksperfect.com/en-us/read-book/l8JPk/flourishing-a-frank-conversation-about-sustainability.pdf?r=23ZIwT8wjlOXyzydUbQ54GQIXT2eGiph3OqY3Q1qJ0I%3D


Questions, Green Building LEED Certification, and Sustainability (Green Associate Exam Guide

Series) (Volume 1) LEED Green Associate Exam Guide: Comprehensive Study Materials, Sample

Questions, Mock Exam, Green Building LEED Certification, and Sustainability, 3rd Edition The Post

Carbon Reader: Managing the 21st Century's Sustainability Crises Global Problems: The Search for

Equity, Peace, and Sustainability (3rd Edition) When Technology Fails: A Manual for Self-Reliance,

Sustainability, and Surviving the Long Emergency, 2nd Edition The Mojave Desert: Ecosystem

Processes and Sustainability Ecological Sustainability for Non-timber Forest Products: Dynamics

and Case Studies of Harvesting (People and Plants International Conservation) 

http://ebooksperfect.com/en-us/dmca

